WLT: Thai Sentence Deconstruction...

Tip from Khun Narisa: you must first understand the grammar of your own language before you tackle Thai!

Written Thai

The apple is red.
subject + verb + adjective

uathila & uav
Apple + red colour.
noun + adjective

Spoken Thai

uathila & uav
Apple + red colour.
noun + adjective

In Thai the adjective is treated as a verb, so there is no verb ‘to be’ before the adjective.

It is John’s apple.
pron + verb + noun + poss + noun

du Aandlu wailila wav aviu
It + is + apple + of + John.
pron + verb + noun + conj + noun

| give John the apple.
pron + verb + indirect obj + direct object

Su/en a1 uathila W aaviu
| + take + apple + to give to + John.
pron + verb + direct obj + v + indirect obj

We give him the apple.
pron + verb + indirect obj + direct object

151 11 uathila W an
We + take + apple + to give to + him.
pron + verb + direct obj + v + indirect obj

uathila 2aviu
Apple John.
noun + adj/owner

Su/en a1 uathila W aaviu
| + take + apple + to give to + John.
pron + verb + direct obj + v + indirect obj

151 121 wathila 4
We + take + apple + to give to + him.
pron + verb + direct obj + v + indirect obj



He gives it to John.
pron + v + direct obj + conj + indirect obj

11 101 du 1A a%u
He + take + it + to give + John.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj

She gives it to him.
pron + v + direct obj + conj + indirect obj

11 121 Ju WA @n
She + take + it + to give + him.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj

| don’t give apples.
pron + negative + v + noun

Sw/en bl W waddla
| + not + give + apple.
pron + negative + v + object

They don’t give apples.
pron + negative + verb + noun

(wan)ian b W uardla
They + not + give + apple.
pron + negative + v + object

He doesn’t give apples.
pron + negative + v + noun

@l Il W ualdla
He + not + give + apple.
pron + negative + v + object

| gave John an apple yesterday.
pron + verb + indirect obj + direct obj + time expression

121 101 Ju 1A a%u
He + take + it + to give + John.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj

11 121 Ju WA @n
She + take + it + to give + him.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj

Sw/en bl W uarhdla
| + not + give + apple.
pron + negative + v + object

@ W wathia
They + not + give + apple.
pron + negative + v + object

@l 'l W ualdla
He + not + give + apple.
pron + negative + v + object



Su/en a1 uathila W aaviu Waanuil
| + take + apple + to give + John + yesterday.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj + time expression

She gave John an apple last week.
pron + v + indirect obj + direct obj + time expression

121 121 waililla 14 2avu anfind Nudn
She + take + apple + to give + John + week + last.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj + time expression

We'll give John an apple tomorrow.
pron + aux + verb + indirect obj + direct obj + time expression

(WIN)131 ¢ a1 waihila v aaviu wyvil
We + will + take + apple + to give + John + tomorrow.
pron + aux + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj + time expression

Tomorrow we will give an apple to John.
time exp + pron + aux + v + direct obj + prep + indirect obj

Wik (WIN)L51 ¢ 121 wailitla Tvivaniu
Tomorrow + we + will + take + apple + to give + John.
time exp + pron + aux + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj

| must give it to him.
pron + aux + v + direct obj + prep + indirect obj

Au/W fiav a1 du I 1
| + must + take + it + to give + him.
pron + aux + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj

| want to give it to her.
pron + v + v + direct obj+ prep + indirect obj

Su/en a1 uathila W aaviu Waanuil
| + take + apple + to give + John + yesterday.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj + time expression

11 121 wathila v 2a1iu a1find Nudn
She + take + apple + to give + John + week + last.
pron + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj + time expression

191 3¢ 121 waiiila I 2aviu weail
We + will + take + apple + to give + John + tomorrow.
pro + aux + v + direct obj + v + indirect obj + time expression

Wil 191 3¢ 121 waliila I [aviu
Tomorrow + we + will + take + apple + to give + John.
time exp + pron + aux + v + direct obj+ v + indirect obj

Au/WN 6 a1 I n
| + must + take + to give + him.
pron + aux + v + v + indirect obj



AU/WN avnis @1 Tu I n/isa Au/wn aunn @1 I l/isa
| + want + to take + it + give + her. | + want + to take + give + her.
pron + v + v + direct obj+ v + indirect obj pron +v +v+ v+ indirect obj

Grammar Key:

Adjective (adj):
A word or phrase naming an attribute, added to or grammatically related to a noun to modify or describe it.

Auxiliary verb (aux):
A verb used in forming the tenses, moods, and voices of other verbs.

Direct object (direct ob):
A noun phrase denoting a person or thing that is the recipient of the action of a transitive verb.

Indirect object (indirect ob):
A noun phrase referring to someone or something that is affected by the action of a transitive verb (typically as a recipient), but is not the primary object.

Noun:
A word (other than a pronoun) used to identify any of a class of people, places, or things (common noun), or to name a particular one of these (proper noun).

Preposition (prep):
A word governing, and usually preceding, a noun or pronoun and expressing a relation to another word or element in the clause.

Pronoun (pron):
A word that can function by itself as a noun phrase and that refers either to the participants in the discourse or to someone or something mentioned elsewhere in the discourse.

Time expression (time exp):
The system of those sequential relations that any event has to any other, as past, present, or future; indefinate and continuous duration regarded at that in which events succeed one another.

Verb (v):
A word used to describe an action, state, or occurrence, and forming the main part of the predicate of a sentence.
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